Fast-Stepping Drill Unit Organized Locally by American Legion

From an old American Legion Pamphlet

Hall Adkins Post No. 134 American Legion organized the
Circleville Drum and Bugle Corps in August of 1949. For
its first two years, it was strictly @ marching unit. They
practiced on the infield at the Pickaway County Fair-
grounds. They were known as the Gladiators.

Gladiators Drum and Bugle Corp 1953
The color guard consisted of Fred Boggs, Harry Clifton
teonard Coffland, Charles Bartholomew and Clark Mar-

tin; Drum Major, Dick McAbee; Muojorette, Phyllis
Dresbach; Tenor Drums, Uovyd Brittlinger, Carl Bach and
Glenn Pearce; Boss Drums, Dudley and Mark Coffland;
Snare Drums, lim Morrison, Gerald Ayers and Paul
Helwagen; Cymbols, Jim Shea; First Soprano Bugles,
Ciifford Kerns, Charles Dunkle, Bob Fisea, George
Helwagen, Tom Larimer, Bob Liston, Carl Raddliff, Dick
Strous and Arthur Bowman; Second Soprano Bugles, Pete
Cook, Martin Garner, Ed Heath, Jim Price, Roger Smith
and Harold Stonerock; First Baritone Bugles, Don Valen-
tine and Dave Steele; Second Boritone Bugles, Bob Valen-
tine and John Happenny; Third Baritone Bugles, Dick
Shaw and Joe Sheets; Tenor Bugles, Marcus Albright, Bob
Boggs, Dudiey Raddliff and Don Woodward; French Horn
Bugles, George Nicholson and John Bell,

Later members included Tom Shea, John Simison, Wayne

_Brown, Mark Coffland, Reynold Green, Bob Grubb and

Blenn Cook, Carl Tracy, ira Barr, Lioyd Spangler, Jim Pick-
el, Bernard Smith, Truman Eberly and Russ Liston,

in 1951 they entered their first competition at the Chio
State Legion Convention where they earned fifth place,
in 1852 and 1953 they had improved their performance
to earn a third place award. The Corps weni on to per-
form in Lisbon, Cleveland, Columbus, Mansfield, Belle-

- fontaine, Marion, Portland (indiana) and Cincinnati.
They also performed at the Veterans Hospital in Chillico-

~the as part of a Labor Day program, the Ohio Legion-

 naires Convention at the State House, the Chillicothe
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Front Row L to R Fred Boggs, Clark Martin, 77, Dud Coffland,
Car] Bach, Glenn Pearce, Paul Helwagen, Hm Morrison, Gerald
Ayers, ¥7, Harry Clifton, Delores Elsea. Row Two: 73, Him Shes,
Mark Coffland, Clifford Kemns, 72, Row Three: 77, 72, Mark
Albright, 77, Row Four: George Helwagen, Bob Liston, Pete
Cook, 77, Row Five: 72, 77, David Steele, 77, 37, 77, W anvoue
kniows the unidentified members of the band, the sditors
would ke 1o bave this information.

Halloween Parade, the lackson Apple Festival and the
Corn Festival in Pigua, Ohilo.

The local unit hosted a competition at the Pumpkin Show
in 1951, Truman Eberly, band director at Circleville, was
the director, Later Clifford Kerns was the music and drill
director. Since both held degrees in music, they were
great assets to the corps, Kerns was presented with an
award for winning the championship senior American
Legion drum major competition at a convention in Co-
lumbus. Don Valentine was the Corps Commander. Rich-
ard McAbee was the drum maior,

Truman Eberly and Clifford Kerns




Miss Delores Elsea captured winning honors in 1953 in
the State Legion Majorette Championship. In the winter
of 1953 the American Legion Department of Ohio passed
a ruling barring all girls from further competition. De-
fores was later replaced by Phyllis Dresbach, former hear
majorette for the Circleville High School Band. Dr M,mfi«z
won statewide recognition for her sbility as a bator
swirler and won first place in the highly-rated baton
twirling contest at the Circleville Pumpkin Show.

The corps participated within the Midwest Drum and
Bugle Corps Circuit. It was organized to promote pag-
eantry and improve the excellence of each corps. The
circuit was composed of units from Portland (Indiana),
Bellefontaine, Circleville, Cincinnati, Dayton, Forestyille,
Marion, North College Hill, 1. Norwood and Toledo, as well
_as f;’tet;mt, Mzchgga&

Each of the competitions were judged by thirteen of the
All-American Drum and Bugle Corps and Band mwﬁw
tion for excellence in music, marching and mmﬁwmmg;

drumming, bugling, showmanship, and other areas. ,_

“Red” Coffland (age 62} and Fred Boges {3{;&9 53‘5 w&f& v
the two oldest participants in the Circleville Corps. '

The Women's Drum corps Auxiliary Association was
formed in 1951, The Association worked to create good
feeling and spirit for the Corps. It had its own propcti o
raise money for the Corps equipment fund. in 195154
the money raised was used to buy new equipment and
gloves. The Corps was self-supporting and with s win
nings purchased new drums, new bugles antd complete
new uniforms.

Flaine Bowman served as President; Anne Coffland, Vice
President; Dorothy Cook, Recording Secretary; Donng
Valentine, Corresponding Secretary; Marjorie Kerns,
Treasurer; Virginia Bartholomew, Execubive Bourd.
Members included Marcella Shea, Betty Heath, Haydee
Boggs, Bert Albright, Bess Radcliff, Ola Steele, Lilan
Smith, Eleanor Price, Fairy Shaw, Betly Lston i
Morrison, Mary Helwagen, Barbara Stonerock, }az@mﬁ
Martin, lo Bach, Deloris Elsea, o Ann Woodward, Dasigy
Brittinger, and Carolyn Valentine,

The Corps rehearsed every Thursday at 8 pom. at Mamo-
rial Hall. Gradually their attendance fell. After 3 public
appeal .%s@z; experienced a renewal of enthusiasm, bt

decided to imit the number of appearances they mads,

s participated in several civic mt@zwzww inchyed
istrnas “Toy Tour.”

BMemi
ing a drive for polio and the Chr
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